OFFICE C

GENERAL COUNSEL
June 19, 2018

: G AL I 07
Office of General Counsel i
Federal Election Commission
1050 First Street, NE
Washington, DC 20463

Re: FUSE Washington Complaint

To Whom it May Concern:

1 am writing to you today to inform you of a series of serious federal campaign finance
violations committed by FUSE Washington. The apparent violations are outlined in the
following pages and the document is signed and notarized at the end of the complaint.
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FUSE WASHINGTON

1. PARTISAN INTENT
Spending and fundraising undertaken by the organization FUSE is for an explicitly partisan purpose:

FUSE has disclosed absolutely nothing in terms of fundraising and spending, putting them in gross
violation of Federal Elections Commission rules. The exhibits below demonstrate the many ways in
which this organization has spent and raised money, and how their lack of disclosure is in violation of
the law.

Both FUSE's allies and employees have stated that FUSE’s goal is to “Flip the 8" — meaning to defeat
Republicans in the 8" Congressional District and install a Democrat as the U.S. Representative in that
seat. This is an explicitly partisan goal, which is incompatible with ary claim that FUSE’s activities are
nonpartisan. This is demonstrated by Facebock posts by FUSE employee Vania Winters and by an‘allied
group in Ellensburg, WA, within the 8" Congressional District.

In a blog post on their website, FUSE’s employee Morgan Steele is.described as the Campaign Manager
for FUSE’s “Reclaim the 8™ Campaign. This is similar to the “Flip the 8" language used elsewhere by
FUSE employees and is strongly linked with effort to elect a Democrat to the 8t Congressional seat. And
language describing “flipping” or “reclaiming” the 8" Congressional District is an explicit statement of
partisan intent.

In addition, the FUSE Facebook page has made very partisan posts related to the 5* Congressional
District. '

Ellensburg 4ff), Sheril Bechard
Indivisible P OAdmin - Ghrs
& Closed Group Flipping the 8th is biggest race in 2018, as reported by Fuse. Dino is clona of
About gop and trump and no neighbor, family and friends deserve dino replacing
reichert.

Discussion District 8 Indivisible teams are the fore runners in changing us to blue.
Members Noise, showing up, courage, outrage and determination will win the day.

} ' Some EI members voice that rocking the boat will upset people in the
Events county. Polite will win the day. Signs in yards are asking for trouble. El needs

to stop urging actions. Corner protests do no good.
Suggestion for those with these aftitudes—resign from Ellensburg Indivisible.

Photos ' Indivisible grew out of oulrage at obvious trump and gop agenda, starting on
Files November 8, 2017.. Women's March messengered to nation, loud and
boisterous, we are mad as hell and we won' take it. Money. does make our
job challenging. Indivisible, El and us need putting our voices and actions
Q into talk the tatlk, walk the walk and elect candidate of your choice. Time,
donations, cries for change and social empathy require YOU and Indivisible
Shortcuts team work. .

Videos
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Indivisible e —_ — . S——
Wenatchee olne v No ons embers  --: More

@ Secret Group

About . @ Vania Winters |
327 Thrs
Discussion : 7"

VOLUNTEERS WANTEDII FUSE will be at the Wen-Con Pop Culture
| Vania's post Convention in:‘Wenatchee at the Town Toyota Center this SATURDAY,
Members .APR“‘ 21 registering those youngsters to become active citizens.
We need to fill slots from 10am to 6pm.
Events Pleasa, reply hare or send me an email at vania@fusewashington.org with
' your name, time(s) you can help, and a phone #.

s THANKS FOR HELPING US FLIP THE 8THIHI ‘
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Fuse Washington voe
April 11 at 10:38am - Q3

All your hard work is paying offl The rallies, canvasses, candidate forums,
and letters to the editor are convincing voters across Eastern Washington
that it's time for new leadership in congressl

TT’SAREAL RACE

Poll shows
Democrat Lisa
Brown in striking
distance in race
with incumbent
Rep. Cathy
McMorris
Rodgers

Eastern Washington facing bruising race for Congress,
poll suggests

With Eastern Washington’s 5th Congressional District split over the job President
Donaid Trump and Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers are doing, her 2018 race against...
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2. EXHIBITS OF SPENDING AND FUNDING

A. HIRING A 8™ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT FIELD ORGANIZER
In and of itself, hiring a field organizer for a Congressional District is a strong indication that the
intention of organizing is partisan, rather than a general effort to register voters. Why specifically this
Congressional District? Is FUSE hiring similar roles for all other districts, including solid blue districts like
Washington’s 7*" Congressional District? :

But in addition to the hiring itself, part of the organizer’s job description is to help “elect a progressive”
and “Monitor Dino Rossi’s campaign in the eastern part of the district and organize creative
accountability efforts as appropriate” — an explicitly partisan effort to swing a Congressional election.

Ultimately, the field organizer that was hired is named Vania Winters, and announced herself in a
Democrat-aligned Facebook group. She announced herself in Quarter 1 {(March 31), and so any funds
paid to her or raised to pay her should have been declared in Q1 reports.

Groups « c 288 ¢ > a0- 0.-

« Wellstone Jobs »

My groups Fuse Washington: CD 8 Qrganizer (Ellensburg/Wenatchee)
Home 1posiby 1 author 5} G~
Slaired .
g.v | lo..Bfusewashington.arg Jani6 g -
~ Favorites s et mbeare bt e ettt
2 D nlnnsm T Sag G5 300l POWOr D Gloe] PIONBSSa (IRARNS ] UG Vo0 1970 SRR BLivis 10 TR0 POWSr 6) Canmaaas? 0 You WAN G B8 an g, }
Cllck on a groups slar -emllrmolunmllm \he resistance agamnst Tinip's agenda In Washington Stale? Are ynu paulmal- aboul racial eqully and ready lo work (o make il a reaflly within Ihe
icon to add It to your jwogressva community and our state? Are you exclied about using inthe 8th Disuict this year?
(avorkas
l /o 310 looking for a mulli-alented 8 {o help make [l happan in the eastern portion of tha 8th CD (We and Ellansburg ilically
- Roconlly viowod JOB DESCRIPTION:
GAIN Jobs via Jo.. 3 Fuuswmmannmaﬂmbandnw-nmummhwmcvwmsrhadmslmoawmrwlurmymlcanmmﬂmmwlmmmm
Wolstone Jobs .'\nmu.wq Thig is an opporiunily o bo a past of an ious plan to power in a key Ct swing disirict of WA in order 1o 6lect a
e . o essiid, Yulr mission will be 10 regisior and (um ou! volers of the Rising Amonm Elactorale by ampowesing sali-organizod Resislance groups lo lake action, Tho
soc cullure,pakistan position has three main fisids of responsibllily: rogistonng voters in iho oaslorn part of the diskricl, getling out the vole. and locat res groups ke
Salonium Usors Los responsiBmEs
comp mail cudora,..
~ Raceni sgarches « Meet a woelly volar rog goal throughii gisiration offorts and by i days
WA congresaional, * Laythe for voler &t Central D L y and the communily calleges in ihe arga
N - wmwumwmmwmmlﬁw.wmmwaumdlwhwid\mbuomcnnhMWA
washinglon stale ,,,. ! mmmwtmmmmwmmwndmm ind org crealive ity aclions as
waskhingion congr,.. * Assass opiions for building bridges int ic a/033 With ions ol aut largoled volors and potaniial volors
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Click an a group's star Mommnmmmumpmmlheemmpandm-dﬂrumﬂ gank @ croalive ibily aclions as
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* Recenlly viewed
GAIN Jobs via Jo,e. GUALIFICATIONS'
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soc culture pakistan » 2-3years of and 2l campus or velef regisbati ienco a plus
Selenium » Rasidenl of or wiling to move lo Wanatchos, Elhmgumoswwwﬁngnmdc.deA
Usars » Preference given lo someons wha has worked in communities of cofor andlor in rural Washinglon
comp,maileudora.,. « Spanish language skills preferied
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shington . inary pecple sl
v | salo—. .|+ Innavaiive, crestive, and data-driven
washington congr .., . 1 * Excelsal working in taams and coalilions
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Bond a resumo, cover istier, and three to jo... Rt org wilh the subjoct heading *8th CD Organizer - Central WA.” We will consider applications as ]
huy anive and no later than February 15, 2018.
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-Washington's 8th . Write a reply... © @ &

District

& Closed Group
About

Discussion
Memﬁors
Events
Videos.

_ Photos
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9' r I'm looking forward to meeting everyone and
helping fiip the 8th
Like Reply 1d . v )

. Vania Winters Hello, all! I'm FUSE's Organizer for the 8th CD in
“ Central WA.

Like - Reply - 1d 0o¢
‘& 1 Welcome all! | can't wait to meet you at our next
. meeting! .
Like Reply 1d 0-
@ Hi alll Looking forward to meeting you! { am a mom, I'm
T cumrently serving my second term as school board director, and I'm
Q running for the 5th LD State Representative. Position 2 seat against
Paul Graves.

%:5): Vania Wintars Hallo, sl fm FUSE's Organizer for the 8th CD in

" Cantrdl WA,

Lke Reply - 2w

& ..

00¢

| Saturday, March 31, 2018 at 3:47pm [P\" "t

Like Reply 2w

O:
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B. POTENTIAL POLLING

The leader of “Indivisible Wenatchee”, a FUSE-aligned group, informed her group that FUSE had “tested
a number of phrases with voters” regarding their messaging opposing Dino Rossi for Congress. This
appears to be evidence that they conducted polling or focus groups with voters for the explicit purpose
of opposing a candidate in a partisan federal race. Any money raised or spent for such a poll or focus

group must be disclosed to the public.

Events
Events
Calendar
Birthdays
Discover
| RossiProtést
Past

+ Create Event ¥

Jim Brunner on Twitter

* @Koch_Industries PAC donated $10.000 to @DInoRossIVVA in March. t have a
feeting lhis will be mentioned by @nrashdems one or \wo or 400 times this year
#waelex’

Like Reply 7h

. TWITTERCOM

o Uke (O comment

* Mine wilt simply be “Dinos Against Dg)

1 Rossi - 3tims loserl Let's make it-4l 0d: s

Like: Reply 7h Edred

1 Fuse tesled a number of phrases with

voters. Onemalsmknlovoletsﬂlebeslhadbdovaﬂlmmpumng
"corporale interests ovar working families.”

B

Uke -Reply &h 0

1 Trump clone. @ 1
Like - Reply 6h

-So true, O
Uke - Reply 6h
:Thanks | think that idea wil resonate
further on our side of the mountains then guns/NRA support
issue.
Uke Reply 4h

" . | tend lo agree.
Lke Reply 4h
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C. FACEBOOK ADVERTISING
FUSE Washington has spent money on Facebook advertisements, which is clearly demonstrated in the
photo below, which marks the Facebook post as “Sponsored.” The advertised post is extremely partisan
and this is clearly an expenditure that should have been reported.

: @ ﬁ @ =

Fuse Washington

ige
Sponsored « @

Republican Dino Rossi is Washington's biggest
loser. Now he's running for Congress and
hoping voters won't remember his sleazy
business deals and extreme policy positions.
It's clear that Rossi would be more of the same
in D.C. We need new leadership in Congress

- that puts working families before the wealthy
and corporations!

|
;’-{!

THESTRANGER.COM

The Loser
Dino Rossi is running for office again. Don't let him win. .
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3. SUMMARY

FUSE has completely failed to disclose any of its fundraising or spending on polling, staffing, advertising,
and other expenses in its attempt to support Democrats for a partisan office. As the below screenshot
demonstrates, FUSE has no disclaimer or other FEC committee name attached to its spending on its
website.

FUSE’s reliance on so-called “dark money” and failure to report its donors and expenditures in this effort
is a major violation of U.S. campaign finance law. No FEC filings have appeared for FUSE, and it appears
that they have channeled thousands of dollars in polling, salaries, and other unknown costs into
Washington’s 8t Congressional District without any intention of informing the public about it.-

This is an egregious violation of federal law, and as a long-standing organization, FUSE has no excuse.
FUSE is well aware of all federal campaign finance laws, they simply chose to ignore these laws in an
attempt to hide their electioneering activities from public scrutiny. Whether this was because they’re
embarrassed about their donors’ identifies, afraid of admitting that they are a Seattle-centric
organization attempting to impose their values on the rest of Washington state, or simply because they
didn’t feel like playing by the rules, they have committed multiple illegal acts in an attempt to unlawfully
influence a federal election.

Our Take

Fuse
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Respiﬁully submitted, _ ]
y ” S'/L’

Dennis Olson
6830 NE Bothell Way, Suite C-426
Kenmore, WA 98028

A7
Signed and sworn to before me this:/ ¢ day of C/M /Lb.'2018.

Notary Public
State of Washington
JAMIE LAFLIN

My Appointment Expires Oct 217, 2019



